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February is quickly coming to an end and as I reflect on the wonderful opportunity of
working with students from Jin-ai, I am most thankful for the continued friendship and
partnership between the Fullerton Sister City organization and Jin-ai University. It was
amazing to work with students on their everyday English skills and it was especially nice to
have American students interacting with Japanese students. It seems that through this
pandemic we have been given the fortuity to interact with one another due to modern
technology. We were able to interact not only as a collective group but in smaller break out
groups. It is events like this that will strengthen our bond and make everlasting connections.
Ilook forward to more opportunities with Jin-ai and hope that one day soon we will see each
other in our homelands. I end with prayers for continued good health. Thank you again!
- Leah Yamamoto
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| was a little nervous, but it was fun because
| was able to express my opinions openly and
the subject of the talk was easy. Thank you
for a good time!

Questions to ask...

What is your favorite Japanese What s your favorite
food?

ARANPNETX T
Witz H N\

=
3|
Q,
c
=3
<
D
=
\
Z.
<
%
o
>
Q
=
>0
=
o
c
Q]
Q
=
o
=)
Q)
(0]
=}
—+
(0]
=

rtg BERE YA RAFFEQREIZ2-
) —3y g8
Professor Dennehy’s Lectures ) 7=y 2 LR ER DN LB
NUTANZTMIRETT N ARDIIRT > FHE—HBI £ BASTA VBB > ,l:;()‘ig Qiiaéﬁit%iﬁg}%iizzﬁ
B128 (R) 8401 B208 (K O2EHToh. FEOFE - HENSMUE Ui NEE. HY = DESELEIERIC IR =
TAIVZTFMETS R TOBN AV T7AIL=FDEZRT AV AADESE. BOFERDT XA BIXEZITO>TVET,
ERARBEIICDVWTELTWEER Ul E
Greetings to everyone at Jin-ai University from the Cal State Fullerton History =
Department! We’re so pleased that we’ve been able to keep up our connections across the N
Pacific Ocean despite all the challenges of the pandemic. It’s been wonderful to see so A==/ —YavERIBE e
many students, faculty, and administrators in our online gatherings these past several b BEEE ':‘
months, including when I made presentations about the history of Fullerton, the history of
Japanese Americans in California, and the bubble economy of the 1980s. Here in Orange . o <
County, I met with my 30 Japanese history students for our first class on January 28 and It was a little bit difficult for me, but I could o
they are all very eager to learn about Japan during the Spring semester. We’re really learn a lot of th{ngs from Professor I_Der,mehy s -

. lectures. | didn't know about America’s past,
looking forward to the day when we can resume our study abroad programs and travel back P i H

S . . . . because | didn't have any opportunities to
and forth for visits in person. During our online class, we talked about regional differences learn about it in world history class when |
thr(éughout Japan, including i‘o%d and s'pi:ciale prlot(ii_uits liﬁe I%C(I](ue_r_wlzcire, $0 IfhopIe ?ur was a high school student. So, the topic of the "
students can soon try some of the special regional dishes that Fukui 1s famous for. I also bubble economy years was very interesting. ® ™ | =
taught them how to say “hajimemashite” so they’re looking forward to trying out their Also, | learned about Professor Dennehy’s TOEIC IP Eé%t%ﬁﬁ btb\g? ' ¢g(é|gﬁe;%g?demy NEXTT
Japanese phrases with you too! . school days, and it was good to know why she REORBHEDIEHE LT TOEIC® IPEZ2E TEMBLTWET, R
- Kristine Dennehy, Ph.D. was interested in Japan. | am more interested TERICIFAZRDOTL — XXV T2 REUTTOEIC Bridge® IP%E 2D 7 F— T AV R FARELT A2 TRETOEICHCRS LT
in America and foreign languages now. TOEIC® IPZ . 2ENRRUE T 2F KU LB F2EITOEICT IPZZATRRT 5F vV AN HD T ! AVI1YASFEYAT LE
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Mr. Robert Dykes (English Education Center Instructor)

| have lived over one-third of my life in Fukui. My time in Fukui and Jin-ai has
come to a close. My family and | will be moving to Kumamoto. | am glad that
| got to be a part of the Jin-ai group. The faculty, staff, and students have
been kind and welcoming.

From Izumi to Mikuni and Tojinbo to Takahama beach, Fukui contains a
wealth of treasures. Don't listen to people when they call Fukui the “inaka.”
If they do, then | want you to proudly say, ‘I love the inaka!” | have visited
every corner of Japan, and | promise you, Fukui is something extraordinary.
My parting advice is this: after this pandemic, go out and have an
adventure. Not USJ. Not Tokyo. | want you to go out there and explore
Japan. Get the next &18%-.%, and just go! Then, try and visit a foreign
country. | have observed thousands of students in my life, and | can always
tell the students who have had an adventure out there, traveling. Traveling
increases confidence, motivation, and understanding of the world. Nothing
else can do that quite as well.
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This was a challenging year for people around the world. The daily lives of many changed significantly. The English Education BURZEDRE
Center would like to thank everyone who participated in our events and made a difficult time more bearable. Throughout this year BOXREABH (V.ﬁ,.\p@ @ﬁ =
our students thrived. Many students took the TOEIC® exam and this year’s top students scored well above the national average! BLTWkEEZ . y - = 2/l
Also, even though we could not travel, we were still able to see our friends from Fullerton, California. Our students were able to BEEZ TV a=amr-vavsn || 0 4E)
meaningfully interact and share their thoughts and ideas with students from the United States. We hope that this coming year will fREEL,

see a return to normalcy and that our students will continue to persevere and succeed.
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2JIl “There are many things you can't do because of the virus
but everyone’s life is just as hard as yours. Time keeps passing
even in this situation. Let's do what we can do now while looking
forward to the future.”
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What do you think about

gender-related issues? There

are people who love the

opposite sex, who love the

same sex, or who love both sexes. Also, there

are many people who recognize that their body

and heart are the same, but their body’s sex and

1 their heart’s sex are different. We cannot judge

people by their appearance. Many people

identify as being part of the LGBT community.

LGBT is used to describe four common sexual

minorities. L is lesbian meaning women who are attracted to other

women. G is gay meaning men who are attracted to other men. B

is bisexual meaning a person who is attracted to both sexes. And T

is transgender meaning a person whose sex at birth does not match

how that person feels in their heart and mind, so this person strives
to live as they feel.

My presentation is about
poverty. In recent years, I
have heard the phrase SDGs
more and more. Sustainable
Development Goals or SDGs consist of 17 goals.
The member nations are trying to achieve these
17 goals by 2030. I picked one of the 17 goals,
the problem of poverty. There are many people
who suffer from poverty in the world today.
Especially, in the Central African Republic, the
Republic of Madagascar, the Republic of Congo,
South Sudan, and the Republic of Zimbabwe.Their poverty rates
are all over 60%. In these countries, there are many problems such
as continuous conflicts, serious droughts, poor crop yields, and
child labor. These situations lead to poverty. In my opinion, ending
wars is the most important thing to overcoming poverty. Of course,

In my presentation, I talked
about how Fukui is a
wonderful place to live
compared to other prefectures,
mainly Tokyo. I was so surprised that Fukui has
a lot of benefits concerning money, average
commuting time, housing, childcare, and so on.
I especially appreciate those raising children
because it is important for parents to be there to
help their children. There is almost no issue of
daycare waiting lists in Fukui, unlike many
other places in Japan. We can balance work and childcare in
Fukui. It is important for us to have a safe and secure environment
to raise children. Fukui has a lot of natural beauty. I understand
you might yearn to live in the city, but I would like to tell you that
you will see the good points of Fukui if you look at it differently.
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Nowadays, I think people are more interested in gender-related
issues. This is because we can watch dramas that reflect the LGBT
community more than before, and some YouTubers have come out
as LGBT and have shared useful information. Also, a friend of
mine is a lesbian. She came out to me, so this issue is close to me
personally. However, it is a fact that prejudice and discrimination
exist against people of the LGBT community. So, I want you to
think about gender-related issues more and more, and I hope that
everyone can live equally and peacefully.

it is very difficult. However, if they can’t end their wars, their
poverty will last forever. I think there are many things which we
can do for them. For example, we can donate money to worthy
causes. Also, we can buy fair-trade products. I hope that their
poverty rates will decrease and they will live more peacefully. We
should all think of what we can do to overcome the problem. I want
many people to know the seriousness of poverty.

1.Get rid of poverty: people who live on
less than $1.25 a day

2.Halve the proportion of men, women,
children of all ages in poverty

3.Carry out appropriate social
protection systems and measures

* Figure2

We should think of our future lives in the long run. I hope you
will live a happy life here in Fukui!

Finally, this online presentation was a really good opportunity for
me. It was fun to research my interests and make a solid
presentation. I know I learned some new presentation skills, too.
Don’t forget to join next time. It’s your turn to present something
that interests you!
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Life in Fukui
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Yukia Watanabe

Our World Today
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